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UNH Research Finds Elderly Tax Breaks Have
Little Impact on Moves
Tuesday, May 9, 2017
DURHAM, N.H. – Existing state income tax breaks for the elderly result in non-trivial reductions in state revenue and o er little relief to the most vulnerable elderly,
according to new research released by the Carsey School of Public Policy at the University of New Hampshire.
The research also found that these tax breaks are unlikely to pay for themselves because they are not attracting significant numbers of retirees into the state or
discouraging existing residents from leaving. In addition, proposed additional tax benefits would benefit high-income elderly households. Existing breaks primarily
benefit middle and high income elderly households.
“If state policy makers really want to help the poorest elderly households they should consider extending the refundable earned income tax credit to those over
age 65 or enacting some other kind of refundable low-income tax credit so that the household could actually receive a payment from the government,” said Karen
Smith Conway, professor of economics and a fellow at the Carsey School.
Conway also noted that the lost tax revenue must be paid for in some way, presumably through cuts to spending -- spending that could help the needy elderly or
improve economic growth – or through increases in other taxes and fees.
The full report can be found here: https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/senior-tax-breaks (https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/senior-tax-breaks)
The Carsey School of Public Policy conducts research, leadership development, and engaged scholarship relevant to public policy. They address pressing
challenges, striving for innovative, responsive, and equitable solutions at all levels of government and in the for-profit and nonprofit sectors.
The University of New Hampshire is a flagship research university that inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000
students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200 programs of study. UNH’s research portfolio includes partnerships with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH,
receiving more than $100 million in competitive external funding every year to further explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space. 
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